TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBE 
UYMM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COU 


* 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  1943  and  this,  in  accordance 
with  instructions  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  has  to  be  in 
general  terms  ;  but  all  necessary  statistics  are  being  kept  for 
publication  if  necessary  after  the  War.  Meantime,  figures  are 
given  in  my  Monthly  Report  to  the  Sanitary  Committee. 


. 


Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  figure  shows  a  drop  of  124  from 

1942. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  . ..=  151 

Still  Births — Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  =  2 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  . . .  =  Nil 


There  were  five  illegitimate  Births. 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...=  16  5 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  ...=  10  03 
,,  ,,  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  per 

1,000  Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  =  449 

,,  ,,  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  per 

1 ,000  Live  Births  for  England 
and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  . ..  =  49 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  =  Nil 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...=  121 

The  diseases  responsible  for  the  highest  number  of  deaths  were 
Cancer  15  and  diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation  13. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

Cases  notified  during  the  year  including  Tuberculosis  74, 
Measles  36,  and  Whooping  Cough  18  accounting  for  most.  There 
were  3  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  and  3  from  Pneumonia.  Scarlet 
Fever  notifications  were  down  to  12  from  36  in  1942. 

Scabies  :  87  cases  were  treated  during  the  year. 

Hospital  Report. 

An  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  Warrington  Health 
Department  for  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  to  be  sent  for  and 
admitted  on  direct  application  from  the  Doctors  in  attendance. 
Phis  avoids  delay  which  is  of  special  advantage  in  serious  cases 
and,  at  the  same  time,  gives  the  Doctor  the  opportunity  of  giving 
any  information  which  he  may  consider  helpful  to  the  Hospital 
Authorities. 


[  1  1 


The  number  of  cases  from  this  District  in  Hospital 

at  the  beginning  of  the  year  ...=  2 

,,  , ,  admitted  during  the  year  ...  ...=  ll 

,,  ,,  discharged  during  the  year  ...  .  ..=  13 

, ,  ,,  in  Hospital  at  end  of  the  year  . . .  =  Nil 

There  has  been  nothing  in  the  nature  of  an  epidemic.  In 
doubtful  cases  which  require  further  observation  and  investiga¬ 
tion,  the  usual  precautions  against  spread  are  taken,  viz.  :  — 
Disinfection  and  instruction  to  those  in  charge  re  treatment  of 
bedding,  utensils,  &c.,  in  addition  to  inspection  of  the  sanitary 
arrangements.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  was  no  case 
of  Diphtheria  during  the  year,  and  that  could  be  the  rule  if  full 
advantage  was  taken  of  the  facilities  for  Immunisation,  and  our 
thanks  are  due  to  the  Doctors  for  their  helpful  co-operation  in 
this  as  in  other  Health  work. 

I  would  also  include  the  County  Nurse  in  appreciation  of  her 
interest  and  help,  as  her  work  brings  her  into  close  contact  with 
the  children  and  parents,  and  direct  approach  is  the  ideal. 

There  is  a  grave  responsibility  and  duty  on  every  Parent 
and  Guardian  to  see  that  every  child  from  1  to  15  years  of  age 
is  protected  against  the  deadly  disease  by  such  a  simple  process 
as  Immunisation.  Regrets  after  loss  of  an  unprotected  child  are 
so  useless  and  can  be  so  terrible.  Where  a  child  has  been  treated 
early,  and  that  means  at  1  year  old  or  as  soon  after  as  possible, 
then  a  further  single  injection  on  entering  school  at  5  years  of 
age  should  be  given. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

The  latest  full  report  available  is  for  the  year  1942,  when 
38  1  per  cent,  of  the  number  of  children  born  were  protected 
by  vaccination.  The  recent  outbreak  in  Glasgow  is  the  latest 
indication  in  this  country  that  this  very  serious  and  disfiguring 
disease  is  not  by  any  means  a  thing  of  the  past,  and  there  is 
continual  danger  of  infection  from  abroad  which  would  spread 
with  speedy  and  deadly  effect  in  an  unprotected  community. 

Milk. 

Twenty  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  and  where  the 
standard  of  cleanliness  was  not  satisfactory  further  visits  were 
made  to  the  premises  and  shortcomings  pointed  out  with  good 
results.  All  milk-producing  farms  in  the  District  were  inspected 
and  improvements  suggested  and  pressed  for  where  necessary, 
both  constructional  and  in  the  conduct  of  the  operations  involving 
drainage,  whitewashing,  thorough  swilling  of  shippon  floors,  &c. 


Milk  producers  are,  of  course,  snort  of  labour,  and  in  addition 
to  increased  milk  production  are  producing  more  crops,  so  that 
where  pos  sibl  e  some  allowances  have  to  be  made,  but  it  can 
be  said  that  they  have  accepted  our  recommendations  and  made 
real  efforts  to  comply  with  them.  Only  one  sample  showed 
Tubercle  Bacilli  and  the  affected  herd  was  reported  tc  and  dealt 
with  by  the  County  Authorities. 

Housing. 

This  is  generally  recognised  as  one  of  the  Nation  s  great 
problems,  and  while  there  are  schemes  and  great  hopes  of  relief 
after  the  end  of  the  War,  one  is  justified,  I  feel  convinced,  in 
assuming  that  in  districts  such  as  ours  there  is  likely  to  elapse 
a  period  (from  this  present  time)  at  the  very  least  of  five  years, 
before  demolition  of  outdated  and  outworn  dwellings  will  be 
practicable.  This  means  that  in  these  houses  there  is  still  a 
generation  of  children  who  are  passing  through  the  early  and 
the  most  susceptible  period  of  their  lives  when  the  housing  and 
general  conditions  and  atmosphere  are  of  vital  importance. 

It  is  therefore  the  duty  of  the  owners,  agents  and  Health 
Authorities  to  see  that  while  these  houses  are  occupied  as 
dwellings  they  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  made  safe  from  a 
sanitary  point  of  view.  To  have  this  effected  we  welcome 
meetings  with  owners  and  agents  and  mutual  co-operation  in 
what  is  definitely  a  responsibility  that  must  not  be  shelved. 

I  wish  to  tender  my  best  thanks  to  the  Council’s  officials 
for  their  unfailing  kindness  and  help. 

I  am,  Your  obedient  Servant, 


JAMES  CULLEN,  L.R.C.P.  &  S.,  D.P.H.,  &c., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  :  4,241  acres. 

Rateable  Value  at  end  of  1943,  £35,110. 

1942,  £35,079. 

Product  of  Penny  Rate,  £137. 

POPULATION. — The  Registrar  General  s  Estimate  shews  a 
decrease  of  124. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  estimated  resident  population 

mid- 1943  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15' 1 

Still  Births  — 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Death  Rate  per  !  ,000  estimated  average  population  ...  10  03 

There  were  5  illegitimate  births. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  44'9 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  ...  ...  44'9 

illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  0 


Causes  of  Death  in  Lymm  Urban  District 

for  1943. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Civilians  only. 

Males. 

Females. 

Influenza  . 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system . 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases  . 

— 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease . 

8 

7 

Diabetes  . 

1 

Nephritis  . 

_ 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  &c . 

3 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever . 

. 

— 

Heart  disease . 

4 

8 

Other  circulatory  diseases  . 

1 

_ 

Bronchitis . . . 

2 

_ 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

2 

1 

Other  respiratory  diseases . 

— 

— 

Acute  encephalitis  lethargica . 

— 

Syphilitic  Diseases  . . . 

_ 

■ 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years) . 

— 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  liver . 

— 

— 

Appendicitis  . 

— 

1 

Premature  Birth  . 

_ 

_ _ 

Congenital  Malformation  . 

— 

2 

Road  traffic  accidents . . 

2 

_ 

Suicide 

— 

_ 

Other  deaths  from  violence  . 

1 

4 

All  other  causes  . 

4 

3 

29 

30 

Deaths  of  Infants  j  Total  . 

1 

3 

under  1  year.,  i  Illegitimate . 

— 

— 

Total  Births  . 

49 

40 

Legitimate . 

46 

38 

Illegitimate . . . 

3 

2 

Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates 

for  the  past  10  years  in  Lymm  U.D.  :  — 


1934 

1933 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939  1940  1941  1942 

1943 

Birth 

Rates 

12  3 

12-9 

1371 

13  76  14  3 

12  06  13-47  13  02  171 

15  1 

Death 

Rates 

10  6 

9-8 

10  70 

15  43  10  40 

8-88  11-39  12-37  10  8 

10  03 

inf.  Mort. 
Rates  — 

33 

36 

43 

58 

25  i  1  87  19 

44-9 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 


1 .  — Staff  of  Public  Health  Department — 

Dr.  Jas.  Cullen,  L.R.C.P.  &  S.,  D.P.H.,  &c., 

M.O.H.  (Part  time). 

D.  Mort,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

2. ~{a)  LaBORATARY  FACILITIES  —  Manchester  University  and 

Warrington  P.H.  Department. 

( b )  Ambulance  Facilities — Supplied  by  Altrincham  Borough. 

(c)  The  District  Nursing  Association  maintains  one  nurse 

(d)  An’TE-NaTAL — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Tuberculosis, 

School  and  Venereal  Disease  Clinics  are  under  the 
direct  control  and  administration  of  the  County 
Council. 

(e)  Hospital  Accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases  is 

provided  by  Warrington  Borough  Council  by  arrange¬ 
ment. 

3.  — -(a)  WATER  Supply  is  from  Artesian  Wells  and  is  satisfactory 

in  quantity.  It  is  very  hard  but  safe,  and  this  is  certified 
in  the  Analyst’ s  Report. 

(b)  SEWAGE  is  dealt  with  by  Land  Filtration  on  two  sewage 

farms  (15  acres  each).  Whilst  this  method  has  met  the 
needs  of  the  District  for  over  30  years,  an  improved 
method  of  dealing  with  the  sewage  is  called  for  and 
will  be  effected  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit. 

(c)  Closet  Accommodation.  About  98  per  cent,  of  the 

houses  in  the  district  are  provided  with  water  closets. 

(d)  PUBLIC  Cleansing.  1  he  collection  of  domestic  waste, 

trade  waste  and  street  sweepings  is  carried  out  by 
direct  labour. 

SHOPS  AND  Offices. — Regular  supervision  of  shops  and 
offices  in  the  District  was  maintained  but  no  action  was  taken 
under  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  or  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. — One  house  was  disinfested. 

SCHOOLS. — The  sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply  j  of 
schools  are  generally  satisfactory. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 
Inspections  by  Sanitary  and  Building  Inspector. 


NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS 

1 

Number 

Number  of 
Noticts  Served 

Results 

REMARKS 

Statut  y 

Informal 

Notices 

compi'd 

with 

Out¬ 

standing 

Legal 

Pro¬ 

ceedings 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply . 

20 

— 

— 

Drainage  of  Existing  Buildings.. 

23 

>1 

9 

2 

— 

■ 

Stables  and  Piggeries . 

2 

1  _ 

1 

1 

— 

Fried  Fish  Shops . 

4 

_ 

1 

1 

• - 

Canal  Boats  . 

— 

— 

1  - 

— 

— 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories . 

— 

— 

!  — 

— 

— 

Workshops  and  Workplaces 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Outworkers  . 

— 

— 

1  _ 

— 

— 

— 

Public  Conveniences . 

13 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Theatres  and  Places  of  Enter- 

' 

tainment  . 

— 

- 

— 

. 

Refuse  Collection . 

93 

82 

82 

— 

— 

Water  Closets  . 

11 

— 

8 

7 

1 

— 

Refuse  Disposal  (Tips,  &c.) 

— - 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Observations  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Schools  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Shops  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous . 

17 

9 

6 

3 

— 

Ditches  and  Watercourses . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiries, 

Disinfections,  &c . 

81 

— 

Housing. 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected 

under  Public  Health  Acts 

11 

1 

19 

18 

2 

— 

Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  ... 

25 

* - 

— 

— 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected 

under  Housing  Acts  . 

30 

— 

10 

8 

2 

— 

Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  ... 

34 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected  ... 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  ... 

— 

— 

Verminous  Premises. 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected  ... 

1 

— - 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  ... 

6 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Food. 

Total  Meat  Inspection  Visits  ... 

20 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Bakehouses  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  &  Milkshops 

66 

— 

12 

8 

4 

— 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Street  Vendors  &  Hawkers  Carts 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-  1 

— 

Visits  in  connection  with 

1 

| 

I 

Sampling — Milk . 

38  1 

— 

— 

Water  . 

3  | 

— 

i 

— 

—  | 

— 

500  | 

83 

73  | 

142  | 

14  | 

— 

Total  Building  Inspections . 

460  | 

— 

— 

—  | 

— 

— 

960 

83 

73 

-t*. 

t-o 

14 

— 

D.  MORT,  A.R.S.I.,  M.I.S.A.,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

I  7  J 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION. 

{a)  MlLK  Supply. — All  farms  and  dairies  were  inspected. 

Retailers  and  Producers. 

Milk  retailers  (including  producer-retailers)  1  7 

Producers  (total)  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Special  Designations. 

"Tuberculin  Tested"  Producers  ...  ...  1 

"Accredited"  Producers  ...  ...  ...  20 

Samples  of  Milk  Examined  for  Tuberculosis. 

Bulk  sampled  collected  at  the  farm  ...  20 

Number  reported  positive  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. — All  slaughter  houses,  shops, 
stalls,  vehicles  and  places  where  food  is  prepared  were  from 
time  to  time  inspected. 

All  meat  coming  into  the  District  was  sent  from  Government 
controlled  abattoirs  where  inspection  was  previously  carried  out. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  inspected  in  the  shops  and 
voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  :  — 


Corned  Beef  ...  ...  ...  ...  42  lbs. 

Corned  Mutton...  ...  ...  ...  30  lbs. 

Corned  Pork  ...  ...  ...  ...  5  lbs. 

Chopped  Ham  ...  ...  ...  ...  8|/?  lbs. 

Sausage  Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  \/j  lbs. 

Condensed  Milk  ...  ...  ...  2  pints 

Evaporated  Milk  ...  ...  6  cans 

Plum  Jam  ...  ...  ...  ...  20  cans 

Apples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  can 


The  carcases  of  two  pigs  affected  with  tuberculosis  were 
also  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food. 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Stacey  Hallard  (Chief  Inspector 
Weights  and  Measures,  Cheshire  County  Council)  for  the 
following  particulars  of  samples  taken  in  the  District  during 
1943.  I  think  the  report  is  very  satisfactory.  It  is  as  follows  :  — 


Name  of  Sample. 

Number 

Number  adulterated 
or  not  up  to 

obtained. 

the  recognised 

Anti-gas  Ointment  No.  2 

1 

standard  of  quality. 

Nil 

Boracic  Acid  ... 

1 

Nil 

Baking  Powder 

1 

1 

Nil 

Castor  Oil 

1 

Nil 

Milk  . 

11 

1 

Oatmeal 

1 

Nil 

Pudding  Mixture 

1 

Nil 

Semolina 

1 

Nil 

Self-Raising  Flour 

1 

Nil 

Zinc  Ointment 

1 

Nil 

20  I 


All  the  milk  samples  were  tested  for  the  addition  of 
extraneous  water,  colouring  matter  preservative  and  fat  defi¬ 
ciency,  but  in  only  one  instance  was  a  sample  reported  against. 
This  was  a  sample  certified  as  deficient  in  non-fatty  solids  to  the 
extent  of  1  3  per  cent,  and  was  of  genuine  though  abnormal 
quality. 

With  this  one  exception  all  the  samples  of  foods  and  drugs 
submitted  were  found  to  be  of  the  recognised  standard  of  quality. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

There  were  12  notifications  of  scarlet  fever,  36  of  measles, 
and  18  of  whooping  cough. 

The  Council  provides,  free  of  cost,  Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid 
for  artificial  immunisation  against  diphtheria. 

During  the  year  15  swabs  were  submitted  for  examination 
for  diphtheria.  All  were  negative. 


Age  Groups  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases,  1943. 
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Totals 


Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1943. 


N  EW 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Aon 

Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Mon- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M.  ! 

I 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

1 

F. 

1 

M. 

F. 

Years 

0—1 

1-5 

* 

5—10 

10—15 

_ 

: 

• 

" 1-1 

1 

"  " 

15—20 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

20 — 25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35 

— 

2 

— 

) 

35—45 

45—55 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

55—65 

1 

— 

— 
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SECTION  G.— FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Whilst  the  hitherto  usual  Home  Office  Form  572  has  been 
discontinued,  the  following  action  was  taken  during  the  year, 
viz.  :  — 

Observations  on  the  Sanitary  conditions  and  other  matters 
were  made  but  no  action  was  required. 
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